
ORGANIC AGRICULTURE
IN THE UNITED STATES
AND CALIFORNIA



WHAT IS ORGANIC FOOD?

 Organic Food Production Act of 1990 (OFPA)
 Set national standards for production and

processing (handling) for food labeled as
“organic”
 Prohibits the use of synthetic substances
 Requires an organic plan
 Requires certification by an accredited certifier



NOP FINAL RULE
LABELING STANDARDS
 Four tiered labeling system

 “100% organic” all organic ingredients
 “Organic” 95% - 100% organic ingredients
 “Made with organic (ingredients listed)”

70% -94% organic ingredients
 “organic (ingredient listed)” on the ingredient

statement  less than 70% organic ingredients
 Ecolabeling in addition to organic is permitted



USDA ORGANIC SEAL
“100% ORGANIC” AND “ORGANIC”



FOUR TIER ORGANIC LABELING



USDA Organic
 Organic Certification Requirements

 Certification required for producers and  handlers--
with an exception for those earning $5,000 or less in
organic sales

 Certification process involves preparation of an
organic plan, record-keeping, and annual on-site
inspection

 Organizations (State, private, and foreign) that
provide organic certification services must be
accredited by USDA



USDA Organic
Certifier Accreditation & Import Equivalency

 USDA accreditation to maintain certifier
consistency and impartiality

 Certifier requirements include record-
keeping, confidentiality & annual
performance appraisals of inspectors

 Accreditation period is 5 years
 Import equivalency based on USDA

accreditation or equivalency agreement



CDFA ORGANIC PROGRAM
REQUIREMENTS

 California Organic Products Act 2003
 Requires initial registration through county ag

commissioners for anyone marketing products as
“organic”.

 Annual re-registration through CDFA and fee.



ORGANIC MARKET TRENDS

Organic sales are growing at double digit rates.

Vegetables and fruit still dominate.

Livestock and poultry sales are now growing at a
faster rate than produce.

The National Organic Rule seems to have had a
positive impact on sales.
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US RUS RETAILETAIL S SALES OF ALES OF OORGANIC RGANIC FFOODOOD
  $13.8 Billion$13.8 Billion in  in 20052005
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US RUS RETAILETAIL S SALES OF ALES OF OORGANIC RGANIC FFOODOOD
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CACA  OORGANIC RGANIC GGROWERS 2005 ROWERS 2005 –– 1,815 1,815

Source: CDFA Organic ProgramSource: CDFA Organic Program

Livestock, dairy, &poultry, 66

Nursery, greenhouse, & flowers, 179

Field crops, 208

Vegetables, 505

Fruit & nuts, 1,295
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SSALES ALES ofof  TTOP OP 2020  OORGANICRGANIC
CCOMMODITIES  OMMODITIES  CACA  20052005

14,452,00014,452,000            nana33Chicken Chicken –– meat meat99

19,223,00019,223,0004,3624,362173173Lettuce, allLettuce, all66

$12,324,000$12,324,0002,5122,5121212DairyDairy1010

17,155,00017,155,0003,3213,321121121SpinachSpinach88

18,424,00018,424,0006,7816,781138138Wine grapesWine grapes77

24,648,00024,648,0002,8302,8307575Table GrapesTable Grapes55

24,858,00024,858,0003,0923,092133133CarrotsCarrots44

25,141,00025,141,0001,4061,406112112StrawberryStrawberry33

38,171,00038,171,00014,50414,5041717CattleCattle22

$39,184,000$39,184,0008,8958,8958787Salad mixSalad mix11

SalesSalesAcresAcresNumber ofNumber of
GrowersGrowers

CommodityCommodityRankRank



SSALES ALES ofof  TTOP OP 2020  OORGANICRGANIC
CCOMMODITIESOMMODITIES
    CACA  2005 2005 (CONTINUED)(CONTINUED)

7,372,0007,372,0004,1734,1732929TomatoTomato––processiprocessi
ngng

1919

9,718,0339,718,0333323325656RaspberryRaspberry1616

7,480,0007,480,000668668231231Tomato Tomato –– fresh fresh1818

8,134,0008,134,0001,8761,876179179AvocadoAvocado1717

10,253,00010,253,0002,9972,997143143BroccoliBroccoli1515

10,657,00010,657,0004,4454,4455353Raisin grapesRaisin grapes1414

11,252,00011,252,0003,4703,4707575AlmondAlmond1313

11,531,00011,531,00014,47514,4757070RiceRice1212

12,057,00012,057,0004454454141Layer hensLayer hens1111

    Sales    SalesAcresAcresNumber ofNumber of
GrowersGrowers

CommodityCommodityRankRank



CA OCA ORGANIC RGANIC SSALESALES
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CACA  OORGANIC RGANIC AACREAGECREAGE
194,907194,907  AACRES in CRES in 20052005
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NNUMBERUMBER OF OF  CACA  OORGANIC RGANIC GGROWERSROWERS
2005 2005 –– 1,815 GROWERS* 1,815 GROWERS*
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CACA  OORGANIC RGANIC NNUT UT FFARM ARM LLEVELEVEL
SSALESALES
$ 17.7 MILLION $ 17.7 MILLION ININ 2005 2005
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CACA  OORGANIC RGANIC NNUT UT AACREAGECREAGE
8,2858,285  NNUT UT AACRES CRES ININ  20052005
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CACA  OORGANIC RGANIC NNUT UT GGROWERSROWERS
274 N274 NUTUT G GROWERSROWERS  ININ  20052005

72

105

158

172
161 159

139

161

0

25

50

75

100

125

150

175

1998 2000 2002 2004

 
G

ro
w

e
rs

Walnuts

Almonds

Pistachio

Other

Source: CDFA Organic ProgramSource: CDFA Organic Program



CCALIFORNIAALIFORNIA T TRENDSRENDS

Organic sales in CA are growing at double digitOrganic sales in CA are growing at double digit
rates without an increase in the number ofrates without an increase in the number of
growers.growers.

Vegetable crops, fruits, and nuts dominate.Vegetable crops, fruits, and nuts dominate.

Livestock and poultry sales are now growing at aLivestock and poultry sales are now growing at a
faster rate than produce.faster rate than produce.


