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TTOMATO OMATO TTREATMENTSREATMENTS

•• Standard tillageStandard tillage
•• ConventionalConventional
•• OrganicOrganic
•• Winter legume cover cropWinter legume cover crop

•• Conservation tillageConservation tillage
•• ConventionalConventional
•• OrganicOrganic
•• Winter legume cover cropWinter legume cover crop



TTOMATO OMATO YYIELDS 2004IELDS 2004



TTOMATO OMATO CCULTURAL ULTURAL CCOSTSOSTS
 $ PER ACRE 2004 $ PER ACRE 2004



TTOMATO OMATO FFUEL UEL UUSE 2004SE 2004
Gallons per AcreGallons per Acre



TTOMATO OMATO MMACHINE ACHINE LLABOR 2004ABOR 2004
Hours per AcreHours per Acre



TTOMATO OMATO HHAND AND LLABOR 2004ABOR 2004
Hours per AcreHours per Acre



TTOMATO OMATO CCULTURAL ULTURAL CCOSTSOSTS
Conventional System 2004Conventional System 2004



TTOMATO OMATO CCULTURAL ULTURAL CCOSTSOSTS
Winter Cover Crop System 2004Winter Cover Crop System 2004

$ 665 $ 645



TTOMATO OMATO CCULTURAL ULTURAL CCOSTSOSTS
Organic System 2004Organic System 2004

$ 800

$ 973



DDIFFERENCE IFFERENCE inin  OOPERATING PERATING CCOSTS OSTS BBETWEENETWEEN
CCONSERVATION ONSERVATION andand  SSTANDARD TANDARD TTILLAGEILLAGE

Tomato 2004, ConventionalTomato 2004, Conventional

SAVINGS $ 18SAVINGS $ 18 ADDITIONAL COSTS $ 4ADDITIONAL COSTS $ 4



DDIFFERENCE IFFERENCE inin  OOPERATING PERATING CCOSTS OSTS BBETWEENETWEEN
CCONSERVATION ONSERVATION andand  SSTANDARD TANDARD TTILLAGEILLAGE

Tomato 2004, Winter Cover CropTomato 2004, Winter Cover Crop

SAVINGS $ 38SAVINGS $ 38 ADDITIONAL COSTS $ 18ADDITIONAL COSTS $ 18



DDIFFERENCE IFFERENCE inin  OOPERATING PERATING CCOSTS OSTS BBETWEENETWEEN
CCONSERVATION ONSERVATION andand  SSTANDARD TANDARD TTILLAGEILLAGE

Tomato 2004, OrganicTomato 2004, Organic

ResidueResidue
management, $12management, $12

Hand weeding, $199Hand weeding, $199

Ground prep, $ 22Ground prep, $ 22

SAVINGS $ 41SAVINGS $ 41 ADDITIONAL COSTS $ 210ADDITIONAL COSTS $ 210

Cover crop, $7Cover crop, $7



CCORNORN T TREATMENTSREATMENTS

•• Standard tillageStandard tillage
•• ConventionalConventional
•• OrganicOrganic
•• Winter legume cover cropWinter legume cover crop

•• Conservation tillageConservation tillage
•• ConventionalConventional
•• OrganicOrganic
•• Winter legume cover cropWinter legume cover crop



CCORNORN Y YIELDS, IELDS, TTONS/ONS/AACRE CRE 20042004



CCORN ORN CCULTURAL ULTURAL CCOSTS OSTS perper  AACRE 2004CRE 2004



CCORNORN F FUEL UEL UUSE 2004SE 2004
Gallons per AcreGallons per Acre



CCORNORN M MACHINE ACHINE LLABOR 2004ABOR 2004
Hours per AcreHours per Acre



CCORN ORN HHAND AND LLABOR 2004ABOR 2004
Hours per AcreHours per Acre



CCORN ORN CCULTURAL ULTURAL CCOSTS OSTS per per ACREACRE
Conventional System 2004Conventional System 2004

$ 416$ 416

$ 271$ 271



CCORN ORN CCULTURAL ULTURAL CCOSTS OSTS per per ACREACRE
Winter Cover Crop System 2004Winter Cover Crop System 2004

$ 393$ 393

$332$332



CCORN ORN CCULTURAL ULTURAL CCOSTS OSTS per per ACREACRE
Organic System 2004Organic System 2004

$ 510$ 510

$ 437$ 437
$10



DDIFFERENCE IFFERENCE inin  OOPERATING PERATING CCOSTS OSTS BBETWEENETWEEN
CCONSERVATION ONSERVATION andand  SSTANDARD TANDARD TTILLAGEILLAGE

Corn Corn 2004, Conventional2004, Conventional

Residue management, $54Residue management, $54

Ground prep, $16Ground prep, $16

SAVINGS $145SAVINGS $145 ADDITIONAL COSTS $ 1ADDITIONAL COSTS $ 1

Weed control, $75



DDIFFERENCE IFFERENCE inin  OOPERATING PERATING CCOSTS OSTS BBETWEENETWEEN
CCONSERVATION ONSERVATION andand  SSTANDARD TANDARD TTILLAGEILLAGE
Corn Corn 2004, Winter Cover Crop System2004, Winter Cover Crop System

Residue management, $ 58Residue management, $ 58

Ground prep, $14Ground prep, $14

SAVINGS $ 87SAVINGS $ 87 ADDITIONAL COSTS $ 0ADDITIONAL COSTS $ 0

Cover crop, $ 8

Weed control $7



DDIFFERENCE IFFERENCE inin  OOPERATING PERATING CCOSTS OSTS BBETWEENETWEEN
CCONSERVATION ONSERVATION andand  SSTANDARD TANDARD TTILLAGEILLAGE

Corn Corn 2004, Organic System2004, Organic System

Residue management, $ 42Residue management, $ 42

Ground prep, $26Ground prep, $26

SAVINGS $ 75SAVINGS $ 75 ADDITIONAL COSTS $3ADDITIONAL COSTS $3

Cover crop, $ 7

Irrigation $3



TTAKE AKE HHOME OME IIDEASDEAS
(same as 2003 results)(same as 2003 results)

•• There was more difference in yieldsThere was more difference in yields
among the management systems thanamong the management systems than
between the two tillage systems.between the two tillage systems.

•• The tomato yields were low in allThe tomato yields were low in all
systems, the corn yields were low in allsystems, the corn yields were low in all
but the conventional system.but the conventional system.



TTAKE AKE HHOME OME IIDEASDEAS

•• Conservation tillage has the potential to reduceConservation tillage has the potential to reduce
costs for corn and tomato.costs for corn and tomato.

•• Specifically ground prep, residue management,Specifically ground prep, residue management,
and weed control costs can be reduced.and weed control costs can be reduced.

•• The cost savings for tomato were offset by extraThe cost savings for tomato were offset by extra
ground prep operations to shape beds.ground prep operations to shape beds.

•• Weed control costs were lower in CT than STWeed control costs were lower in CT than ST
for all systems except organic tomato.for all systems except organic tomato.

•• Residue management was lower for CT in allResidue management was lower for CT in all
systems and both crops.systems and both crops.


